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The 'A' Note

Coming ‘A’vents For June July August 2009

June 02 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn,
Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
June 10 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High
School

The A Note is the
official
publication of The
Garden State
Model A Region of
the AACA.
Opinions
expressed by the

July 07 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn,
Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
July 08 - General Meeting - Larry Corn’s Garage.
Aug. 04 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn,
Voorhees NJ at 8pm.
Aug. 12 - General Meeting - Larry Corn’s Garage.

authors are their
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contained herein
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July 4th Parade - Barrington - Meet at Clements
Bridge Rd. and Rail Road Tracks, 9:30am.
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Note is the 20th of

Larry Corn’s Garage
for

July/August
Meetings

each month.
Please mail all
material to the
Editor before that
deadline.
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200 Lafayette Ave.
Magnolia NJ 08049

856-627-1881
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Al Zipkin
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The regular
meeting of
G.S.M.A.R. is
normally held
the 2nd
Wednesday of
each month,
(except July and
August), at the
Deptford Township
High School, Fox
Run Road,

Rich Howey reports that Terry Rush is home and is making a steady recovery. (see story on page 7)

Deptford NJ
08096, At 8PM.
During July
and August the
meetings will be
held at a preannounced place
and time if one is
available.
The Directors
meeting is held on
the 1st Tuesday of
each month at the
Hampton Inn, 121
Laurel Oak Road,
Voorhees NJ 08043
at 8PM.
The G.S.M.A.R.
dues are $12, which
is due by the
January meeting
of every year. Our
club is part of the
AACA and you
must pay their
dues to them.

Miscellaneous-Henry Ford Facts...
Ford was the winner of the award of Car Entrepreneur of the Century in 1999.
Henry Ford dressed up as Santa Claus and gave sleigh rides to children at Christmas time on his estate.
Henry Ford was especially fond of Thomas Edison, and on Edison's deathbed,
he demanded Edison's son catch his final breath in a test tube. The test tube can
still be found today in Henry Ford Museum.
In 1923, Ford's pastor, and head of his sociology department, Episcopal minister Samuel S. Marquis, claimed that Ford believed, or "once believed" in reincarnation. Though it is unclear whether or how long Ford kept such a belief.
The San Francisco Examiner from August 26, 1928, published a quote which
described Ford's beliefs:
I adopted the theory of Reincarnation when I was twenty six. Religion offered nothing to the point. Even work could not give me complete satisfaction. Work is futile if we cannot utilise the experience we collect in one life
in the next. When I discovered Reincarnation it was as if I had found a universal plan I realised that there was a chance to work out my ideas. Time
was no longer limited. I was no longer a slave to the hands of the clock.
Genius is experience. Some seem to think that it is a gift or talent, but it is
the fruit of long experience in many lives. Some are older souls than others, and so they know more. The discovery of Reincarnation put my mind
at ease. If you preserve a record of this conversation, write it so that it puts
men‟s minds at ease. I would like to communicate to others the calmness
that the long view of life gives to us.
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Look here For a Deal

For Sale....
1931 Chevrolet 2 Door Sedan. $4,500.
Call Mike Torowus at 856-589-7031.
Rebuilt Mopar 318 Engine and
Rebuilt Auto Trans-Low Mileage(cost
$3,000 to rebuild) will sell for $2,000comes with a „75 Dodge 300 Van.
1929 Ford Model AA short frame truck.
$500 or B/O.
1974 AMC Hornet. $500 B/O.
Call Al Zipkin at 856-232-6291.
810856-810-5300
609-519-0608 cell

Parts - Model A.
Call Bill Miller 856-829-1703.
Parts - Model A .
Call Joe Merlino at 609-561-5261.
1964 Chevy Corvair Convertible, 4
speed stick, good top, no rust. $4,500.
Utility Trailer - 4x8 Heavy duty (2200
lbs) with ramp and tool box, 14” wheels
$495.
Call Joe Steiner at 856-627-1881.

For Sale...
1929 Model A Ford Blue Bird homemade
tractor, runs $1200.
1929 Model A 4dr Murry body, very little
rust, needs wood in roof and tires, will run
asking $3500.

WANTED:
1930-31 Pickup Cab or complete truck..
1946-48 Ford Coupe (V8) stock.
1930-31 Model A Coupe - A Driver
needing very little.
Call Ray Saunders at 856-767-2740.
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HISTORY OF THE FORD MODEL A
Henry Ford was always convinced that people should satisfy themselves with nothing more than a
good, simple and economical car. At the price of great efforts, his inner circle finally succeed in eroding his
stubborness and, in May 1927, after having produced more than 15,000,000 Model Ts since 1908, Ford closes
his plants for many months in order to retool his assembly lines for the production of his next legend: the
Model A. The latter will ultimately be produced in 5,000,000 copies between 1928 and 1931. This new miracle is equally attributable to Henry and his son Edsel. Henry will dedicate himself to the mechanical aspects
and Edsel will bring a whole new look to the «people‟s car». Whereas the Model T was nicknamed “Tin
Lizzie”, the Model A will be known as the «Baby Lincoln».
No new automobile has ever been so expected in History. The competition sharply felt the hurt of this
waiting period (as much as tens of thousands of Ford employees which were temporarily laid off) since many
were putting off their puchase of a new car in order to see what Henry was going to pull out of his hat this
time.
When the New Ford is unveiled in December of 1927, riots occur in a few cities. 25,000,000 Americans (more than one out of every five man, woman and child in the U.S.A.) literally assault Ford showrooms
in the space of only one week! A fresh jaunty look, sparkling performances, easy drivability and a low price
all contribute to half a million sales on the spot! Ford easily retakes first place in sales, but will loose it in
1931 at the hand of Chevrolet.
Compared to the Model T, technical improvements are numerous although certain anachronisms persist. For example, the conestoga-wagon transverse semi-eleptical suspension is kept. On the other hand, a water pump, an oil pump and hydraulic shock absorbers are added. The 2-speed planetary transmission is replaced by a modern 3-speed gear box. But since it is not synchronized, the driver must now master the double
-clutching technique.
Moreover, the carburettor is gravity fed, eliminating the need for a fuel pump. Since the gas tank is
now immediately behind the rudimentary instrument panel, it is now possible to determine the fuel level by
peering through a small port-hole.
Brakes are now on all 4 wheels and are actuated by steel rods. Henry will insist that his brakes remain
mechanical all through the 30s even though all his competitors have adopted the hydraulic system. He took
satisfaction in explaining that a single small leak could incapacitate the entire hydraulic system «But have you
ever seen all 4 rods from a mecanical system break at the same time?». He will relent only in 1939 after years
of supplications from Edsel.
The engine is a 4 cylinder affair of 200.5 cubic inch, producing 40 horsepower. A comfortable cruising speed is 40-45 miles an hour and a top speed of 65 miles an hour can be reached. Compression ratio has
been expressely kept low (4:22 / 1). Of course, this low ratio lowers horsepower output and speed but, on the
other hand, allows the use of lower grade fuels even if de-carbonization of cylinder heads isn‟t performed
regularly. Longevity, dependability and simplicity were more important to Ford than performances. Wheelbase is 103.5 inches. Track is 56 inches. Weight varies from 2,050 to 2,386 pounds depending on the model.
In 1930, the appearance of the Model A is refreshed. The grill is higher as well as the hood line. The
front fender curve is more graceful. Wheel diameter is reduced from 21 inches to 19 inches.
At the end of WWII, the Model A will become the unchallenged queen of the vintage car scene. This
brief moment in automobile history (1928-1931) will generate the largest gathering of enthusiasm around a
single model that no other has ever equalled since.
Two gigantic Clubs and an entire spare part industry see the light of day. The abundance and ease with
which technical information and new or refurbished parts can be found have made the Model A the easiest
vintage car to buy, understand and maintain. One could even be able to assemble a completely new Model A
from all the new parts that can be found on the market today! However, assembling the 6,800 distinct items to
do so could well run over $50,000.
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A ‘My First Car Story’...
I was working in a bowling alley in 1966 when I turned sixteen and
got my driver's license. A used car salesman, Gus, an older gentleman
around 60, was a "regular" there. We talked cars all the time. He worked
at the local Chevy dealership and promised he would keep an eye out
for something I could afford. As promised, he gave me a call, an elderly
woman had just traded her '55 Chevy Belair in on a new Impala. He said
he talked to his boss about "turning" the Belair over quickly, and if I
could come up with $300.00 she would be mine.
I was in Gus's office two hours later, but because I was a minor, I
had to get my mother to sign the paperwork. She suggested that her
brother Hal should check out the car first, to make sure it was in good
shape. So Mom, Uncle Hal, and me showed up in Gus's office, an hour
later, and ready to do battle. But, it wasn't much of a fight. The '55 was
mint, cherry, showroom fresh, with only 18,500 on the odometer. Gus
said the back seat has never even been sat in. Not a single scratch or
ding. Uncle Hal kicked the tires, checked the color of the oil on the dipstick, and drove her around the block. We signed the paperwork, paid
the invoice, and drove her off the lot.
The next week at the Bowling Alley, Gus asked if I wanted to learn
how to learn how to change the oil and do a tune-up, which we did right
in the parking lot. He explained pistons, valves, crankshafts, camshafts,
fuel pumps, oil pumps, transmissions, differentials and driveshafts to me
I was amazed at his knowledge. I never knew that Gus was a pallbearer
at my Dad's funeral eight years earlier. It turned out Gus was my dad's
supervisor at the factory they both worked in.
Nine years later, I got a call from Gus's wife, asking if I would be a
pallbearer for Gus. The '55 was right behind the hearse all the way to
the cemetery……
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Model T Police Car: Model T‟s were earning their respect, not only with public transportation, but also early services such as police and fire protection. Image from pages of Ford
Times, Oct, 1915. From the collections of The Henry Ford and Ford Motor Company.
Cherry Hill pilot critically burned
longtime pilot of World War II aircraft was critically burned after one of his plane's wings burst into flames after takeoff at Millville Airport, forcing a dramatic emergency landing and escape.
Terry Rush, 63, of Cherry Hill was in critical but stable condition Sunday at Crozer-Chester Medical Center in Upland, Pa., a
nursing supervisor said. Police said the injuries did not appear to be life-threatening.
After the crash Saturday evening, the charred, twisted remains of the blue and white Grumman TBM Avenger were taken to Bianco Bros. in Bridgeton.
The single-seat torpedo bomber was featured in last year's Wheels & Warbirds Airshow in Millville that Rush, a local airplane
mechanic, helped coordinate.
State police and firefighters rushed to the airport about 5:30 p.m. Saturday after the fiery emergency landing. Rush had taken off
from runway 28 and was beginning to enter a flight pattern when he realized his left wing was ablaze, police said.
Rush turned around the plane and landed on a small patch of grass, police said. Rush escaped from the cockpit, got onto the wing
and jumped off the plane -- which was fully engulfed in flames -- as it slowly rolled toward the runway, police said. The aircraft
rolled to a stop on the runway.
Rush suffered second- and third-degree burns on the left side of his chest and both hands. He was taken by medical helicopter to
Cooper University Hospital in Camden and then transferred to Crozer-Chester, which specializes in burn cases.
No one on the ground was injured.
The bomber is one of several warbirds in the collection of Haddonfield resident Thomas Duffy, who is on the board of directors
for the Millville Army Air Field Museum. Duffy could not be reached for comment Sunday.
Lisa Jester, the museum's executive director, said Rush maintains the older planes and regularly flies the aircraft to ensure they
work properly.
"What an unbelievable tragedy," said Jester, who said she expects Rush will recover from the injuries.
Firefighters from Millville, Cedarville, and Laurel Lake responded to the scene and took about 10 minutes to extinguish the
blaze. Police also notified the state Department of Environmental Protection, the Federal Aviation Administration and the National Transportation Safety Board.
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Which Oil To Use In A Model A Ford
This weekend the 3-River Region Model A Ford Restorers Club had a garage seminar about motor oil.
It was great. The question of which oil to use in my Model A was a difficult one for me from the beginning. It
seemed like there was a lot of conflicting information out there, and I didn‟t know what to believe. This may
not be the final word on the subject, but I feel like I now have the answers.
Our guest speaker for the seminar was Ken Pyle from PPC Lubricants. He gave us some history on oil in general (I didn‟t know that oil native to the Pennsylvania area was the best natural lubricant, and that crude oil
from different regions was not all the same), and then we got into the info that we really needed for our cars.
Older engines are just different than modern engines, so their oil needs are a little different too. Older
engines (pre 1990s) need oil with higher levels of zinc and phosphorus to act as anti-wear agents that newer
cars don‟t want, since too much of those additives will mess with modern catalytic converters and emission
systems. Also, modern engines have tighter tolerances, so they are now using oils that are too thin for old
cars. Interestingly, we can also use some diesel oils because Diesel engines have the same additive needs as
our Model A engines.
Oils that have been tested by the American Petroleum Institute (API) have a rating “donut” on the
back of the bottle. You can read the codes in the donut to see if the oil is what you want.
The photo below has a donut that reads “API Service SM”, which is higher than the preferred maximum rating of SJ that we want for the Model A. We can
also use some diesel oils because Diesel engines have the same additive needs as our Model A engines. Ken‟s Top recommendation for
the Model A is Brad Penn SAE 40 Racing Oil. It does not have the
rating donut on it, but it does have everything we need in an oil.
One advantage that is particular to this oil, is that since it is made
from 100% Pennsylvania Grade oil it has unusually good stickiness. 80% of engine wear
comes from dry starts, so you really want that extra stickiness to keep the oil on the parts
where it belongs. The only problem is that Brad Penn is a regional product, so if you
can‟t find it, here are the guidelines for selecting the right oil:
What you want:
- Straight 40 weight oil (SAE 40)
- Rated no higher than SJ (SC is lower, SM is higher)
- Detergent Oil (to get rid of sludge)
- Diesel Oils rated no higher than CI-4 (CJ-4 is higher)
- ZDDP additive (zinc & phosphorous for anti-wear, oils rated higher than SJ or CI-4 do not have enough
ZDDP)
What you DON’T want:
- oil without an API rating donut (like from the dollar store), unless it has all the properties in the above Want
List
- SA or SB rated oil
- Multi-Viscosity
- Synthetics
- Non-detergent
- Diesel Oil rated CJ-4 and higher
I am not an authority on this subject, and all of this information is new to me, but I think this gives us a pretty
good idea of what we need for the Model A Ford.
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Having An Old Car Makes People Want To Help You Out
Last week I took the radiator off my Model A Ford because the fan broke and cut a hole in the back of it.
Yeah, I was pretty happy about that. I had known for a while that I needed a new ratchet nut for the crankshaft
pulley on the front of the engine, so I ordered a new one a while back. I was just waiting until the next time I
had the radiator off to install it. Now I had my chance.
There is a special tool that you can buy to remove the ratchet nut, but I figured that I could get it without the
tool once the radiator was off. It turns out that I was wrong. The ratchet nut is nestled into the concave center
of the pulley, and you can‟t reach it with a normal crescent wrench. Besides that, the old nut on my car is actually a different size, so the special tool wouldn‟t have worked anyway. My two options as I saw them were to
go out and buy an expensive tool that I would probably never use again, or go over to the garage across the
street and see if one of their guys might come over and pop the nut off for me.
I went over, talked to Ernie, and told him I was having trouble trying to get a part off of my old car. Initially
he wasn‟t all that friendly, he told me that they don‟t do any mobile service, and it seemed that I might be out
of luck. The ratchet nut is a really odd-looking little item, it‟s kind of like a regular bolt, but it has four sharkfin shaped teeth in a circle sticking out of the top. I had brought it along on purpose just in case I needed it to
help me out in my task. I pulled it out of my pocket and showed Ernie when he asked me what I was trying to
take off the car. He looked at it, very puzzled, and said, “What the heck are you working on?”
“A 1930 Model A Ford.” There was a long pause. “Well… let‟s see what I‟ve got in here.”
I didn‟t actually know what he was getting at since he had already told me that they weren‟t going to come
over. He started digging through some filthy, grease-covered tool drawers that no longer opened very well, and
pulled out some enormous sockets. It took quite a while for me to fully get across to Ernie what I needed since
the new ratchet nut was 1 3/8″ and the one I had to remove was 1 5/16″, and it took even longer for him to find
them, but eventually he had the tools I needed. I suspected at this point that he was going to let me borrow the
tools, but I still wasn‟t really sure because mechanics NEVER let anyone borrow their tools. As he handed
them to me he said, “I gotta respect anyone who will work on a car that is that old.” I offered to leave my license as collateral, but as long as I was quick about it, he wasn‟t worried. But he did ask me not to tell anyone
that he loaned me tools.
I went back to my garage, and found that I had to take even more stuff off the car just to get the socket to fit
into the pulley, but it was the right tool for the job. I had hoped that I would just be able to pop the old nut off
right away, and be back with Ernie‟s tools in a matter of minutes, but of course, I couldn‟t get the stupid thing
off. To make it worse, the ratchet nut is on the end of the crankshaft, so that when I would torque the wrench
the car would start to back out of the garage. It was very frustrating, and since this wasn‟t working, I truly didn‟t know what else I could do. I was sweaty, tired, and my hands hurt from cranking on the wrench so hard.
The only other option was something that Devin had suggested. He thought that it might take the sudden force
of an impact wrench to get the nut loose, but I didn‟t have one, and there was no way I was going to go and
drop that much cash. It was extra frustrating because I was under the gun to get the car running again before
the upcoming car show that weekend.
I finally decided that improper use of tools and violence was my only option… don‟t tell Ernie. I put the
socket and wrench in place on the ratchet nut, got out my 2.5 pound Deadblow mallet, and gave the wrench
handle a few good whacks. That did it. In fact, it worked so well, and so immediately, that it seemed like
maybe this was what I should‟ve done from the get go.
I wanted to thank Ernie for his help. Of course I could offer to pay him, but I didn‟t have much cash, and
that didn‟t feel like the right way to repay the favor anyway. Instead I went into the fridge and got out a couple
of ice-cold Spotted Cow micro-brews that I brought down from Wisconsin (for someone else… heh) and
brought them with me back over to the garage. Ernie was very pleased with the arrangement.
When I told Devin the story, he was amazed that Ernie actually let me borrow tools, but he said, “It‟s the
car man! It just makes people want to help you out!”
“I know!” I said, “If I were a hot girl, with that car I‟d be unstoppable.”
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