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The 'A' Note  

The A Note is the 

official 

publication of The 

Garden State 

Model A Region of 

the AACA. 

Opinions 

expressed by the 

authors are their 

own and do not 

necessarily 

express the official 

policy of GSMAR. 

Any material 

contained  herein 

may be 

reproduced if 

proper credit is 

given.  

 

The deadline for 

printing The A 

Note is the 20th of 

each month. 

Please mail all 

material to the 

Editor before that 

deadline.  

Editor:  

Joe Steiner 

200 Lafayette Ave. 

Magnolia NJ 08049 

856-627-1881   

Publisher:  

Al Zipkin 

856-232-6291  

Coming ôAõvents For May-June -July -August  2010  

 

May 04 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm. 

May 12 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High  School 

    

June 01 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm. 

June 09 - General Meeting - 8PM Deptford High  School 

 

July 06 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm.   

July 14 - General Meeting - 8PM Larry Cornôs Garage 1815 Creek 

 Rd. Hainsport NJ 08036. 

July 4th Barrington Parade ïContact Dave Mellor 856-547-8835 

 

Aug. 03 - Directors Meeting - Hampton Inn, Voorhees NJ at 8pm.   

Aug. 11 - General Meeting - 8PM Larry Cornôs Garage 1815 Creek 

 Rd. Hainsport NJ 08036. 

Steering Wheel Self-Winding Watches  

 

Oldsmobile Car Watch 

Mechanical self-winding watches use a 

swinging pendulum-like rotor and 

ratcheting spring to capture the kinetic 

energy from the wearer's movements 

and turn it into potential energy to 

power the watch. These little marvels of 

engineering so captivated car designers 

that they began to offer optional self-winding timepieces integrated 

right into the steering wheels of vehicles. The logic was that a nice 

twisty road should wind one of these things up for days. By all ac-

counts, the first of these steering wheel tickers showed up in the 1951 

Oldsmobile, then the idea caught on with several manufacturers, in-

cluding multiple Chrysler brands as well as Volkswagen. But they 

were expensive and inaccurate compared to electric clocks powered 

by the car's battery. Plus, the same spinning of the steering wheel that 

made these things work also made them a pain in the butt to read. 

Most Outrageous Factory Options Ever... 

Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010 
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Sunshine Report... 

Nancy Markley is home after a brief stay at the hospital and is doing well. 

    The regular 

meeting of  

G.S.M.A.R. is 

normally held 

the 2nd 

Wednesday of 

each month, 

(except July and 

August), at the 

Deptford Township 

High School,  

 Fox Run Road, 

Deptford NJ 

08096, At 8PM.  

     During July 

and August the 

meetings will be 

held at a pre -

announced place 

and time if one is 

available.  

     The Directors 

meeting is held on 

the 1st Tuesday of 

each month at the 

Hampton Inn, 121 

Laurel Oak Road, 

Voorhees NJ 08043 

at 8PM.  

     The G.S.M.A.R. 

dues are $12, which 

is due by the 

January meeting 

of every year. Our 

club is part of the 

AACA and you 

must pay their 

dues to them.  

 

 

1911 Overland OctoAuto 

 

Milton Reeves had a 

very hard head and, 

apparently, very poor 

eyesight. While the 

general conformation 

of the automobile was 

largely sorted out in 

the first decade of the 

20th century ð par-

ticularly that business 

about four wheels ð Reeves thought perhaps eight or a minimum of 

six wheels might provide a smoother ride. Welding in some bits to a 

1910 Overland and adding two more axles and four more guncart-style 

wheels, Reeves created the OctoAuto, proudly displaying it at the inau-

gural Indianapolis 500. Like its Marvel Comics-worthy name, the car 

was a bit of a monster, measuring over 20 ft. long. Talk about scaring 

the horses. Zero orders for the patently ugly and silly OctoAuto appar-

ently didn't discourage Reeves, who tried again the next year with the 

Sextauto (six wheels, single front axle design). Reeves is remembered 

today as the inventor of the muffler, which is far from ignominy.  
 

 

 

The 50 Worst Cars of All Timeé#3 
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For Sale.... 
1931 Chevrolet 2 Door Sedan. $4,500. Call Mike 

Torowus at 856-589-7031. 

 

Rebuilt Mopar 318 Engine and Rebuilt Auto 

Trans-Low Mileage(cost $3,000 to rebuild) will 

sell for $2,000-comes with a ó75 Dodge 300  Van.                    

1929 Ford Model AA short frame truck. $500 or 

B/O.  

1974 AMC Hornet. $500 B/O.  

Call Al Zipkin at 856-232-6291.  

 

Parts - Model A.  

Call Bill Miller 856-829-1703. 

 

Parts - Model A . 

1967 Ford Galaxy 500 Convert. Auto V8. 

1956 Chevy 4 door Belair V8 stick. 

Call Joe Merlino at 609-561-5261. 

 

1964 Chevy Corvair Convertible, 4 speed stick, 

good top, no rust. $4,500. 

Utility Trailer - 4x8 Heavy duty (2200 lbs) with 

ramp and tool box, 14ò wheels $495.  

Call Joe Steiner at 856-627-1881. 

 

Jack Markley has many tools and car parts for 

sale 856-795-1280  

 

Parts - Model A,ô29 Rad. Shell,28-29 Red steer-

ing Wheel,30 Steering Wheel(splined) in box, 29 

horn & light rods,28-29 (7 tooth) steering column. 

Call Larry Corn 609-261-1788. 
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810-856-810-5300 

609-519-0608 cell 

 

 

Look here For a Deal 

 

FORD PERFECT... 
'This is a great Ford ' said the Salesman , It 

runs so smooth you cannot feel it. It runs so 

quietly you cannot hear it . It runs so per-

fectly you cannot smell it. . And so Damn 

fast you cannot see it. Al thought for a sec-

ond and asked the Ford salesman. . How do 

I know itôs there? 

Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010 
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Trouble Shooting The Model A...  
 

 

 

 

 

Gas Leaks from Carburetor 
¶ Float valve does not seat properly due to dirt, rust or material failure.  

¶ Float is set too high or a pin hole absorbs gasoline into float.  

¶ Main Jet or Cap Jet Tip is not "dished" / "indented".  

¶ Loose fuel line fitting, drain plug, filter strainer, GAV, Passage plugs, etc..  

¶ Gaskets are not sealing properly.  

¶ Gasket at Main Jet is too thick or multiples are used, resulting in tip being too low.  
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AUTOMOBILE ACCESSORIES...  

 

 Many automotive components we now regard as necessities started life as accessories. 

They include headlamps, headlamp dimmers, turn signals, backup lights, windshield wipers, 

horns, jacks, speedometers, temperature gauges, rear-view mirrors, even bumpers and trunks. In 

most cases, an item's transition from accessory to necessity was interrupted by a period in 

which it was offered as an option by the carmaker. 

 Today, it's hard to believe that even the headlamp took these three steps, but it did. Some 

owners of the earliest cars took the candle lamps off their horse buggies and put them on their 

horseless carriages. they served as beacons to warn other drivers of an approaching vehicle, but 

they were not bright enough to light the road. 

 It is alleged that the first true headlamp was a kerosene lantern in the hands of a farmer. 

In 1887, a driver who had failed to make his destination before nightfall found an accommodat-

ing farmer who guided him by lantern light to his house. That farmer became the first 

"headlight." 

 Soon after, someone got the bright idea of offering motorists detachable oil lamps. Placed 

in silvered reflectors and outfitted with stands and handles, they could also serve as sources of 

light to repair flat tires at night. It was only a year or so afterward that carmakers started offer-

ing oil lamps as options. 

 As roads improved and night driving became commonplace, cars were fitted with acety-

lene tanks to feed gas to headlamps. The acetylene flame was not as easy to blow out as candle 

flames or oil lamp wicks. 

 Then came electric head and tail lamps, introduced on the 1898 Columbia Electric Car. 

The main reason makers of gasoline buggies started putting batteries into their vehicles was to 

power electric headlamps. 

 Early electric headlamps were blinding because they could not be "dipped" when cars ap-

proached one another. This drawback gave rise to the accessory dimmer. The forerunner was 

the so-called depressible headlight, which was introduced by the Guide Lamp Co. in 1915. It 

allowed a motorist to swivel headlamps vertically by loosening and tightening clamps, but he 

had to get out of the car to do this. 

 Depressible headlamps became practical in 1917 when Cadillac "automated" them. The 

lamps were placed on a trunnion. A bar extending to a lever on the steering column let the 

driver raise or lower reflectors. 

 In 1925 the depressible headlight became obsolete when the Guide Lamp Co. introduced 

the 2-filament headlight bulb. Switching between low and high beam was accomplished 

through a switch on the steering column. In 1927 the dimmer switch was moved to the floor, 

where it stayed for about 50 years until it was moved again -- to the steering column! 
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My ô76 Trans Am...by Ben  
So how does a long time Mopar nut wind up owning a Pontiac Trans Am? 

Well first you have a friend by the name of Paul Neumann, (no not the actor). 

Then your friend goes out and buys himself a 1974 Trans Am, but doesn't 

quite posses the know how, and especially the proper tools to work on it. Of 

course, as you could guess by now, yours truly wound up being the wrench 

man on that 1974 Trans Am my friend Paul bought. I didn't mind though, as 

Paul was always willing to lend a hand if I needed spare set when I was work-

ing on my car. Well one thing led to another, and another friend of mine, 

Steve, also bought himself a Trans Am, a 1975 model. Steve was a bit better 

able to handle work on his T/A, possessing first of all the necessary comple-

ment of tools, and the ability to use them. However, since Steve had also helped me out with my car pro-

jects, I often helped him when he needed an extra pair of hands to complete projects on his T/A. All this 

assisting did pay off. For one thing, I had the chance to probe a vehicle other than my own, decide if I liked 

it, or not, and I wasn't stuck with the car if I didn't like it.  

  

I caught the bug, and decided I wanted my own T/A. After some time of searching, and with the help of 

my friend Steve, I came across a ñcarousal redò 1976 Trans Am, in October 1981, which was to become 

mine. The car had relatively low mileage for its age, approximately 49,000 miles, and the body was in fair 

condition. Upon finishing my inspection of the car, I sat down with its owner to discuss price. At first the 

owner was asking a rather high price for the car, considering it had rot in the bottoms of both quarters, 

needed all new hoses, belts, the interior a thorough scrub job, and the front seats some upholstery work. 

After some back and forth negotiations over what was, or wasn't in need of repair/replacement, the owner 

of the T/A came down to a price I felt was reasonable, $3,300.00. I gave the owner a deposit, and returned 

the next evening, mischief night, to pick up my new toy.  

  

I took care of the mechanical repairs immediately, (i.e. the hoses, belts, and a new battery tray), and then 

pressed my T/A into daily service, so I could get back to finishing a restoration project that was in the 

works for about six years at that point in time.  

  

Not content to leave things alone, and with just a little gentle persuasion from my friend Steve, I decided to 

engage in some amateur bodywork on my T/A about 2 years after purchasing it. What started out as a mi-

nor effort on just my T/A, turned into just a wee bit more. Seems a few friends decided that while the ga-

rage was open, and tools were available, hey, why not work on their cars too. By the time all was said, and 

done, I had five other vehicles scattered about the back driveway, street, and my car up along side the ga-

rage. We all took turns helping each other out, and by around 10:00 p.m. we had finished all our projects. 

Thank g-d I had understanding neighbors, and still do. The bodywork was, as I said, amateur, but it was an 

improvement over what the car had looked like before I started. The professional job would have to wait 

until much later when I could scrape up the money.  

  

The time line by this point in our story had brought me to 1987, when I had begun to realize that I needed 

to get serious about saving my money for bodywork, having blown a goodly sum souping up the engine. I 

also had expended some of my funds on some suspension upgrades, in the form of urethane bushings in the 

shock mounts, and front and rear sway bars. Finally, there was that nice set of gas shocks to top things off. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Thus by the time would I be able to save the money for the body work, my T/A would have to endure ten 

years of service, in all kinds of weather, over just about every kind of road. Of course ten years of New 

Jersey winters, and gobs of road salt, eroded major portions of my car's structure. Some additional quick 

and dirty bodywork jobs kept things looking good on the surface, but the bondo was beginning to become 

the major component of the car. In addition to that, there was the growing problem of floor rot to deal with.  

  

Of course there was to be another development that impacted my progress on saving money for the T/A's 

bodywork, I started dating a young lady in late 1987. This is not to say she had any problem with my plans 

for my T/A. As a matter of fact this young lady I was dating, and who later became my wife, said- ñshe 

always wanted to date a guy with one of those sports cars ñ. I oft wonder if that's why she married me. Do 

you think? Nah. However, given my tendencies to show off the T/A's cornering abilities, I think it's a mira-

cle she married me at all. One thing though she didn't seem to mind, were the stints of straight line accel-

eration, other than to in later years strongly suggest I buy one of those magnet stickers that says: ñget in, sit 

down, shut up, and hold ñ. No matter what though, I think the girl who was to become my wife would have 

vehemently objected to paying for her dates with me, so guess what, that's right, progress toward saving up 

for the T/A's body restoration slowed again. Oh well, but I did get the girl, and she liked the car.  

  

Finally, on August 12, 1991, one day after my wedding, my T/A went into V & F Autobody in Metuchen, 

New Jersey. I visited my car periodically over the next 2 months, both to check on its progress, and to au-

thorize any additional work. It seems that each time a panel was removed, more rot was found hiding. By 

the time the job was done, the only body panels which were completely original, were the hood, roof, and 

decklid. Every other major panel had either been completely been replaced, or some portion of it had. The 

cost, let's just say I try not think about it for health reasons, mine that is!  

  

Looking better than it had after the numerous intermediate bondo jobs I had done, I took my toy home. The 

bodyshop's work got rave reviews from all, even Dad. About a year later I added a nice new set of wheels, 

which unfortunately dad was no longer here to give his review on them. I also upgraded the stereo.  

  

Now my T/A leads a life of quiet semi-retirement, only coming out of its snug garage on sunny days for 

shows, parades, and the occasional test blast after whatever work has, shall we say, given rise to the need 

for a test blast.  

  

There is one little extra detail though I haven't quite figured out how to fix. In June 1993, my wife and I, 

became the proud parents of a bouncing baby boy. This little boy, now ten years old, has decided, ñhe will 

have my T/A when he grows upò, his exact words by the way. By the way, he seems quite determined to 

make good on his promise, if you can consider the fact he calls his pedal car his Trans Am, any indication 

of his interest in the big car. When the time comes, I figure if I crazy glue the car to the garage floor, that 

will slow him a little. If that doesn't work, I'll try praying.  

A group of pensioners were discussing their medical problems at the Day Center coffee 

morning.  

'Do you realize,' said one, 'My arm is so weak I can hardly hold this coffee cup.'  

'Yes, I know.' replied the second, 'My cataracts are so bad I can't see to pour the coffee.'  

'I can't turn my head,' rejoined the third, 'because of the arthritis in my neck.'  

'My blood pressure pills make my dizzy,' commented the fourth, adding, 'I guess that's the 

price we pay for getting old.'  

'Well, it's not all bad.' piped up the first, 'We should be thankful that we can still drive.'  
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Have you made your mind to sell off your old 

classic car? You may have your reasons to do 

so but we know that there must be several 

questions going in your mind on the matter of 

selling your old lovely vintage car. So, check 

out these tips for selling your old car.  

 

First of all try to think over your reason for 

selling your classic car. Donôt decide to sell it 

in a hurry as you might repent later. Believe it 

or not, when you will sell your vintage car, you 

will be sad. However, your sadness can be re-

duced to an extent, if you choose to sell your car to a person who really values old classic 

cars. So, that is the second tip for you to sell your old car.  

 

Thirdly, you must know where all to advertise for your car sale. Many people prefer car 

auctions, as this will fill you with pride seeing how many people are ready to bid for your 

beloved vintage car. You can also try Internet auctions for selling your car.  

 

Apart from the way of advertisement, it is important to know when is the best time to sell 

your old car. Usually, the time around Christmas is not considered good for selling cars, 

as people are ready to spend their budgets on the festival. 

 

QUICK PAINT JOB... 
 A hobo came up to the front door of the neat looking farmhouse and knocked gently 

on the door. When the owner answered, the hobo asked, "Please, sir, could you give me 

something to eat? I haven't had a good meal in several days."  

 The owner said, "I have made a fortune in my lifetime by supplying goods for peo-

ple. I never give anything away for nothing. However, if you go around the back, you will 

see a gallon of paint and a clean paint brush. If you will paint my porch, I will give you a 

good meal."  

 So the hobo went around back and a little later he again knocked on the door. The 

owner said, "Finished already? Good. Come on in. Sit down. The cook will bring your 

meal right in."  

 The hobo said, "Thank you very much, sir. But there is something that I think you 

should know. It's not a Porch, it's a Ford. 
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Joe Steiner, Editor 

200 Lafayette Ave. 

Magnolia, NJ 08049 

Mailing 

Address 

Goes 

Here 

Coming ôAõvents   
 

Stamp 

Goes 

Here 

Please visit our website at 

http://www.gardenstatemodela.org 

Remember the GSMAR Fleamarket is May 1st & 2nd 2010 

 

For all the Car Shows and Cruises info. please go 

to this web site:  
 

http://www.cruisinnews.us/index.htm 


